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Ono Pharma 

Foundation

Overview: Open Innovation

Startups

Acdemia

将来を見据えた
研究助成活動

Research Funding 

for Emerging Field

Discovery Research Alliance

&

Business Development

Biotech
Drug discovery platforms

Development projects
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将
来を見据えた
研究助成活動

Research Alliance

&

In/out licensing

創薬を目指した
共同研究
Research 

Collaboration 

将来を見据えた
研究助成活動

Investment for 

Strategic return

Ono Venture

Investment, Inc.
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Major Alliance and Licensing
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Discovery Research Alliance
Specialized in External Collaboration of 

Research Projects

Business Development
Specialized in Licensing of Development 

Projects

Local connection advantage for sourcing

Allocate employees in JP/US/EU
(sum of Discovery Research Alliance and Business Development)

Basic Research Drug Discovery
Clinical 

Development
Launch

30~40 employees 5~10 employees5~10 employees

http://www.novartis.co.jp/index.html
http://www.astellas.com/jp/index.html
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Ono Pharma Foundation in the United States
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Started in 2017 (Funded to date with 15 Awardees)

Build a Network among Awardees

Sites of Scientific Advisors and Awardees

University of California, San Diego Harvard University

University of California, San Francisco Broad Institute

University of California, Irvine Yale University

Stanford University University of Massachusetts

The Scripps Research Institute Massachusetts Institute of Technology

University of Texas, Southwestern McGill University

Funding to Promising Researchers for Future Innovation
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Open Innovation with Academia
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Research Collaboration Japan Outside Japan Total

Number of collaborations
As of the end of March, 2020

182 96 278

Number of newly initiated collaborations in FY2019 54

University of California, 

San Diego

University of California, 

San Francisco

Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology
University of California, 

Irvine

Stanford University

University of Texas, 

Southwestern

Harvard University

Broad Institute

Yale University

University of 

Massachusetts

The Scripps 

Research Institute

McGill University

University College

London

University of

Dundee

Vanderbilt

University

The University of

Tokyo

Tohoku University

Research Collaboration Ono Pharma Foundation

Drug Discovery
Clinical 

Development
LaunchBasic Research



/7

Establishment of Corporate Venture Capital (CVC)
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Startups

For Business Partners

and Customers

 For Innovations like Ono’s experiences on PD-1 and Prostaglandins Research

 Lead to Breakthroughs in Oncology, Neurology, and Immunology Research

 Be the First to Adopt New Drug Discovery Technologies

Growth of Startups

For Investors

Ono Venture

Investment, Inc.

Drug discovery platforms

Development projects

Management

Funding
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Corporate Structure (Ono-CVC)
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Fund management

(General Partner)
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100%-owned 

company

Ono Pharma USA, 

Inc.

Management 

compensation

・・・Subsidiary ・・・Investment Fund

Ono Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.

(Ono-HQ, Japan)

100%-owned 

company

Startup
（Invested）

Startup
（Invested）

Startup
（Invested）

Ono Venture Investment,

Inc.
（Newly Established Subsidiary）

Ono Venture Investment

Fund I, L.P.
（Newly Established）
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Three Pillars for Open Innovation
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“Alliance and Licensing with Biotech

Companies” lead by Drug Discovery

Alliance & Business Development

CVC accelerates 

“Capital Tie-up with Startups”

“Research Funding to Academia” 

by Ono Pharma Foundation




